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center to motoneuron as a result of delay pathways or reentry circuits within 
the center. Spinal interneuron repetitive activity plays a much less promi- 
nent role. Subnormality on the other hand is mainly resident within the 
phrenic motoneurons. 

The repetitive discharge of phrenic neurons which characterizes normal 
inspiratory activity may be explained in terms of a balance between the 
degree of excitation of those neurons and their rates of recovery of ex- 
citability. 
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